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Position of mosses in the plant kingdom. The mosses, as we
have seen, appear to be descended from the liverworts. In them
there has been a higher development of both gametophytes and
sporophytes. The capsule of the latter has become highly special-
ized. That the specializations found in mosses have fitted them
extremely well for the struggle for existence is indicated by the
large number of species, and particularly by their wide distribution
and the enormous number of individuals. However, they do not
seem to have developed into anything higher than themselves. It
is probable that while their high degree of specialization has fitted
them for a very successful existence, it has made them unfitted for
development along new lines.